Delayed somatosensory conduction in acute painful neuropathy of diabetes.
We examined the peripheral-central sensory conduction by using somatosensory evoked potential (SEP) in a 48 year old diabetic patient with acute painful neuropathy. The sural, ulnar and median sensory nerve conduction and SEP elicited by wrist stimulation showed no abnormalities, nevertheless, the tibial nerve SEP revealed absent spinal N19 and a remarkable delay of the cortical arrival time. These findings suggest involvement of the dorsal roots or the dorsal column in the acute painful neuropathy of diabetes.